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Urban Scion Post 

Welcome to 2021 everyone.                                            President’s Letter  
 
We have successfully used Zoom technology for two Board meetings and will offer a “Zoom” option to 
attend the January 23rd annual meeting. Dormant pruning of demo orchard will occur afterwards.  We 
hope to use Zoom for our February and future meetings with speaker presentations. 
 
STFS by-laws are available for STFS members to review at the end of this USP edition. Following STFS 
by-laws, STFS must conduct an annual member meeting for the purpose of electing the STFS board of 
directors and officers. The last annual member meeting occurred in January 2020. The 2021 STFS an-
nual member meeting is set for Saturday 23 January 2021 10 AM to 10:40 AM. 
  
As of Wednesday 13 January 2021, the following STFS members have been nominated and graciously 
agreed to serve if elected to the accepted position: 
Board of Directors: Laure Jansen … Linda Sartnurak … Gudrun Utz … Rick Schultz 
President – Mike Ewanciw … Vice President – Tracey Bernal … Secretary – Sue Williams … Treasurer – 
Trent Elwing 
  
Nominations can still be made by contacting Mike Ewanciw (phone/text: 206.683.9665; email: 
mikewan@aol.com) or other current officers or directors ASAP. On January 23rd, all nominations will be 
announced, and participating STFS members will vote to elect the board of directors.  Abiding by STFS 
by-laws, the newly elected board of directors will then elect new officers. With the slate above, we still 
have up to three vacancies on the Board of Directors.  We encourage participation by other members, 
either by agreeing to serve on the Board, as an officer, or by joining a committee. 
 
Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the January 23rd annual member meeting will be conducted as a hy-
brid in-person/zoom meeting. I will remain remote at my home and lead the meeting via Zoom software.  
 
1) STFS members can attend and vote by accessing the Zoom meeting. The most recent version of free 
Zoom software can be downloaded onto your computer from https://zoom.us/download. Zoom Client 
for Meetings probably will work best. 
 
To join STFS Zoom meeting from your computer keyboard, click on the following URL address while 
holding down “Ctrl” button  
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/78123921266?pwd=SzBIU21DdzhnV0dRZWtlbG9QRHNmQT09 
 
Or join using Google Meet: meet.google.com/qea-vhta-jae 
Meeting ID: 781 2392 1266 … Passcode: Dg1R5n … Host: vashon.distilling@gmail.com 
 
2) Or STFS members can attend and vote in-person.  For the annual meeting, some STFS members 
will convene under or around the canopy set outside the Brig building located in Seattle’s Magnuson 
Park. All in-person attendees must wear masks and socially distance. Onsite, there will be little or no 
heat available and no access to interior spaces. Inclement weather may make conditions even more 
uncomfortable. 
  
STFS members without zoom access can also arrive onsite, announce their presence, and then remain 
in their personal vehicle; the votes of these STFS members will be taken onsite and tabulated with 
votes from STFS members congregated around the canopy and on the zoom online meeting.   
 
3) As a third option, during the annual meeting, STFS members can vote by calling or emailing Mike 
Ewanciw (phone/text: 206.683.9665; email: mikewan@aol.com). Votes by leaving a text, voicemail or 
email along with the STFS member’s name will be tabulated with other votes. 
 
The bottom line is that we want everyone’s vote to count. 
  
Following the January 23rd annual member meeting, STFS members at Magnuson Park will 
dormant prune the STFS demonstration orchard trees from 11 AM until approximately 1 PM.   
 
Finally, Happy Birthday to Dr. Bob Norton, who celebrated his 95th birthday this past week. 
Regards, Mike Ewanciw  
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     Rarely have we all been so eager to see the end of a 
year. The icy streets a year ago reminded us again that 
all wheel drive does not confer control of a vehicle on a 
slope. The smoke from wildfires last September was so 
dense that the sun was not visible for days. The novel 
Covid-19 that first emerged in our 
country here last January and 
stayed, and spread, became more 
contagious with time. More recent-
ly the record-breaking Winter Sol-
stice which produced a record high 
temp (59°), record snowfall (1/2” 
at SeaTac) and record rainfall (2” 
in some areas) all within one 24-
hour period. 
     Though this month unsurpris-
ingly got off to a damp start, peri-
ods of heavy rain present us the 
opportunity to observe areas of 
standing water and determine if 
action is needed. Some areas might 
be enhanced by building attractive 
rain gardens and directing surplus 
water to them. Berms or raised 
beds might be needed in areas where raspberries and 
strawberries are grown. These are almost guaranteed to 
get phytophthora root rot in poor drainage.  
     Wondering if your berries suffer from this root rot? 
Dig up a few roots and observe their color: mahogany 
red rather than white roots tell the story. Later, infect-
ed plants will suddenly wilt and die, usually just before 
the crop is harvested. A raised bed of 8” to 12” is suffi-
cient to avoid this but it will definitely require supple-
mental water in summer. 
     Any day long periods of dry weather now let us 
work on winter pruning of pome fruit trees and vines 
such as grapes and kiwis. This month and next are the 
best for dormant pruning. (Pruning of the more disease 
susceptible stone fruit trees is best delayed until drier 
weather in late spring.) The vines will drip if pruning is 
delayed. This phenomenon isn’t actually harmful to 

them but it does cause stress in the delinquent prun-
er.  
     Do you want to keep your grafting skills in prac-
tice? During dry weather both pome and stone fruit 
scionwood should be harvested now. Store these in a 
plastic bag under several inches of shady soil in your 
garden or in a fridge that has no ethylene gas produc-
ers (bananas! other fruits) until grafting time in 
March. Include a damp but not wet paper towel in 
the bag. 
     Think about ordering something new from one 
of our excellent local nurseries. Anna’s humming-

birds would thank you for plant-
ing a winter blooming mahonia. 
Burnt Ridge, Cloud Mountain, 
Raintree and One Green World 
(Portland) all have excellent 
online catalogs and procedures 
in place for secure pickup or de-
livery. Raintree will start ship-
ment in late January, the others 
start in early February. 
     Peaches will need another 
application of fungicide against 
peach leaf curl this month. Aim 
for a couple dry days to do this. 
Even cultivars resistant to PLC 
may need this for their first few 
years. 
     Some of us have observed 
large populations of roof rats 

and Eastern grey squirrels this winter. Perhaps there 
was a population boom last year? Squirrels will dig up 
every last crocus, tulip and Jerusalem artichoke they 
can sniff out. Roof rats will harvest any fruit remain-
ing in trees including main crop, unripe figs but 
leave any digging to squirrels.  
     Though squirrels take, they also give by planting 
neighbors’ walnuts and acorns, some of which they 
forget to retrieve. It’s amazing how quickly the nuts’ 
tap roots head for China. 
     This month and next are predicted to be high 
incident Covid times due to lack of social distancing 
over the holidays plus the new more contagious vari-
ant. Let’s be sure to continue to protect ourselves 
and others and get vaccinated when it’s our turn. 
  
Dare we hope for a mask-free Fourth of July? 
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January 2021, 
Winter Pruning Month 

by Marilyn Tilbury 
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Hardy Kiwifruit Breeding Project 
by Kiwibob Glanzman, HKBP organizer  

The HKBP (Hardy Kiwifruit Breeding Project) is intended to be a Worldwide collabora-
tive effort to create a hybrid Kiwiberry with the smooth skin of the Hardy Kiwifruit 
(Actinidia arguta) that weighs around 50 grams (about the size of a chicken's egg), by 
crossing arguta x chinensis var. chinensis (Kiwi Gold). 
 
While progress toward the HKBP goal has been hampered for several years by lack of 
suitable male pollinators and some unforeseen compatibility issues, 2020 efforts to 
create a large USA pool of potential male chinensis pollinators have yielded a much 
larger than expected number of seeds.   
 
We need to find willing 
growers to germinate some 
of these seeds and raise 
them to the point where 
they can be evaluated as 
possible breeding parents 
in the ongoing hybridiza-
tion efforts. 
 
In the lower elevations of Western 
Washington we have a climate 
where we can grow most species of 
Actinidia outdoors with little con-
cern of Winter damage.   

If you are willing to germinate seeds and have the space to raise 
the seedlings in pots (about 5 gallon size) for 3-5 years until they 
can be grafted, then several more years when they can be evalu-
ated, please let me know via the comment form on page A1.02 of 
my website:  
                      https://kiwifruitsalsa.wordpress.com 
 
When you visit the website, be sure to download the most recent 
HKBP 2020 Report-3, and review all previous Reports!  

Does the idea of participating in  
a fruit breeding project appeal to you? 

https://kiwifruitsalsa.wordpress.com/
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In December 2020, long-time STFS member Patrick Mann emailed 

Laure Jansen an article Patrick composed about orchard meadows 

(Streuobstwiesen). Over 2 years ago, Patrick and spouse Wendy 

LeBlanc moved back to Germany where Patrick’s parents reside. 

Already, Patrick and Wendy have installed a 2-acre standard 

orchard and established a micro-cidery.  

 

"Streuobstwiesen" – the Meadow Orchards of Germany 

Origins, decline and revival – Patrick Mann 
History 

In Southwest Germany, where I live, meadow orchards – or Streuobstwiesen as we call 
them – are a common sight. Majestic old apple and pear trees, some of them 200 years old 
and 60' high, widely spaced on grassy hillsides; surrounding an old farmstead; or perhaps 
lining the farm road between tilled fields. These are the vestiges of extensive orchards of 
standard pome, stone and nut trees, that were once abundant here.  
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The ancient Romans first brought cultivars and orcharding practices from Asia to Europe. 
But it was not until the 1500s that orcharding really started to flourish, when Benedictine 
monks developed improved and locally adapted varieties. As the urban populations ex-
panded and created a demand for fruit, so did the establishment of orchards. Rulers en-
couraged planting of fruit trees. In fact, a law was passed in the 1700s, requiring all prop-
erty owners and newly-weds to plant a certain number of fruit trees.  

 

Trees were primarily planted in areas that were not viable for annual crops: steep 
hillsides, areas with poor soil, alongside roadways. Dairy became an important industry in 
the 1900s and farmers realized they could profitably combine grazing with fruit produc-
tion. This led to the type of meadow orchard that is still most common today: Trees are 
tall and their lowest branches beyond the reach of the cows; they are widely spaced, al-
lowing tractors and haying equipment to pass through; the understory is meadow grasses 
and wild flowers; cultivars are low-maintenance and tolerant of frost and disease.  

 

Meadow orchards peaked in the mid-1900s and have steadily declined since then. The tall 
trees were too hard to harvest and could not compete with high density orchards for fruit 
production. Many meadow orchards succumbed to age or were cut down to make way for 
cash crops. Those that remained were often neglected, more and more gaps appearing 
where dead trees had not been replaced.  

 

Recently though, there has been a renewed appreciation of meadow orchards for their 

environmental value. Appropriately managed, they provide habitat for many species of 

birds, insects, and other animals. Species diversity is so high, that they have even been re-

ferred to as the rain forest of Europe. There are now many efforts underway – private, 

non-profit, governmental – to preserve the remaining orchards and establish new ones. 

Efforts to educate consumers about the sustainability of meadow orchards are also bear-

ing fruit, which has created new economic incentives for farmers. 

Planting and Management 

Cultivars are grafted on seedling rootstock: Bittenfelder Sämling for apples and Kirchen-

saller Sämling for pears. Antonovka and A2 are another, less common choice. A stem-

builder is often used as an interstem, allowing nurseries to quickly grow the tall, straight 

trunks required for a proper meadow orchard tree (e.g. Maunzenapfel or Hauxapfel). 

Trees are sold bare root, with a central leader and 3 or 4 scaffold branches, that are at 

least 5' off the ground. Cultivars are regionally specific – selected primarily for good crop-

ping and disease resistance.  
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Besides apple and pear, plum, cherry and walnut are popular varieties for meadow or-
chards. Specific pear cultivars are available for dessert fruit, juice (for perry or pear brandy) 
and dried fruit. Sadly, the cooking pear has all but disappeared – along with the knowledge 
of its culinary uses. 

Voles are ubiquitous and destructive, so trees roots 

are encased in ½" wire mesh at planting. Wire mesh 

is laid down on the bottom of the planting hole with 

plenty of overlap, which is then gathered around 

the trunk after backfilling soil. The mesh is designed 

to decay after about 5 years, when the root ball is 

big enough to withstand some vole damage. This 

avoids constricting the roots and stunting the tree. 

Updated planting guidelines call for installing a 

mesh cylinder that extends beyond the tunneling depth of voles, allowing tree roots to 

grow downward and outward more freely. 

Much attention is also given to staking, since the 

young trees are quite tall and need support for a 

few years, before they can stand on their own. 3 or 

4 tall stakes are pounded into the ground around 

the tree; the trunk is then secured with coir fibres, 

allowing for a bit of flex to encourage trunk 

growth. Finally, wire mesh is installed to provide 

protection against rabbits and deer. If the meadow 

orchard is used to graze cows, barbed wire or 

wooden planks are used for a more sturdy protec-

tive fence. Tall perching poles are provided for the 

raptors that come to prey on the voles. 

Meadow orchards are either grazed or mowed 

twice a year for hay. The practise of mulching in 

place with a flail mower is discouraged, since it is 

quite destructive to wild life; and the decaying 

grass adds too much nitrogen to the soil, preventing many wild flowers from growing. Eve-

ry few years, farmers may apply some solid manure.  
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There is a lot of enthusiasm and support for planting trees. Unfortunately, there is not an 

equal enthusiasm for pruning the trees. A well-maintained orchard of mature trees is a rare 

sight; whereas overgrown, bushy trees with untended broken limbs and mistletoe infesta-

tions are not uncommon. As in Seattle, teaching pruning skills is a laborious process; and 

even with training, orchardists may be unwilling or insufficiently equipped to deal with full-

size standard trees.  

We planted our own meadow orchard 2 years ago: 56 apple and perry pear trees on about 2 

acres. Being the tree geek that I am, I grafted all of them myself. At the time I did not know 

about stembuilders, so the trees are a bit shorter and curvier than they might otherwise be. 

But they are now well established, and we are looking forward to some good growth next 

year. Some varieties like Harrison and Baldwin are tall enough for us to start selecting 

scaffold branches, while others have a bit more growing to do. I am looking forward to up-

dating you on the progress in a couple of years’ time.  

 

Contact info for Patrick’s and Wendy’s labor of love of orchard land:   
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San Jose Scale:  

a Pernicious Pest 

by Stanley C. Hoyt 

SUGGESTIONS FOR CUTTING & 
STORING SCIONWOOD  

adapted from written advice provided by Jean Williams 
 

 
IDENTIFY TWICE, CUT SCIONWOOD ONCE 
 
* Know graft union locations on tree from which scionwood is to be harvested.  
* Know locations on tree where scionwood is 1) true to variety, 2) disease-
free, and 3) exposed to good sun. 
 
(Identifying location of potential scionwood during previous spring and sum-
mer is aided by blossoms and leaves. If it helps, tape or otherwise physically 
identify graft unions for easier scionwood harvest next winter.) 
 
DORMANT SEASON SCIONWOOD HARVEST  
 
* Avoid harvesting variety scionwood from below graft union.  
* Avoid harvesting variety scionwood from roots or low-vigor branches. 
* Water sprouts can be used. 
 
Ideal characteristics of wood for dormant season scionwood harvest: 
 
a) Dormant terminal shoots from last summer’s growth 
b) No bud swell 
c) Well-developed, narrow, pointed vegetative buds 
d) No round, plump flower buds 
e) ¼ to ½ inch diameter wood 
f) Restating: true to variety, disease-free, exposed to good sun during last 
growing season 
 
STEPS FOR SCIONWOOD CARE FOLLOWING HARVEST 
 
1) Always keep cool and moist to maintain dormancy and viability. 
2) Label each harvested scionwood stick ASAP. Rubber bands break and sticks 
slip out of bundles. 
3) Seal all broken and cut areas of scionwood cambium with wax or grafting 
sealant ASAP. After sealing, let dry then dip scionwood in 10% bleach solution.  
4) Bundle labeled scionwood together and place in plastic bag with damp (not 
soaking wet) paper towel. 
5) Maintain cool and moist conditions. Keep bag of scionwood in refrigerator or 
otherwise at temperature around 35˚ F. Keep paper towel in bag moist. 
6) Avoid storing harvested scionwood in refrigerator with any fruit releasing 
ethylene gas even at cool temperatures. Ethylene gas encourages scionwood 
bud break undermining successful grafting. 
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Dormant Pruning 11 Feb 2017 of STFS  
demo orchard led by Ingela Wanerstrand 

Apple and pear tree pruning occurs primarily in the dormant season (Nov 15 –
April 15) which challenges the backyard orchardist when making thinning cuts. 
Thinning cuts are made to open up sunlight channels into the tree so the best 
fruit develops throughout the tree and not just at the tree’s top or periphery.  
 
Without leaves on the tree during the dormant season, the backyard orchardist 
must imagine how upper branches may shade out fruit production on lower, more 
accessible branches. Are you more planner than visionary? An organized back-
yard orchardist could long-term plan dormant season pruning by flagging 
branches during the summer for removal the following winter. 
 

Dormant Season Pruning Basics 
Comments below are based on “Pruning Tree Fruit – The Basics” 
by Gary Moulton & Jacky King, WSU Mount Vernon Research & 

Extension Unit available in full at: 
https://extension.wsu.edu/maritimefruit/pruning-tree-fruit-the-basics/ 

 
From this website: “For anyone interested in learning more,  
a detailed 55-minute video Easy Steps to Fruit Tree Pruning  
can be obtained by calling 360.445.5483.” 

Doctors are trained to 
first do no harm, but 
backyard orchardists 
aren’t performing 
brain surgery. Keep in 
mind the key phrase 
when dormant prun-
ing: When in doubt, 
thin it out! Make the 
most of your thinning 
cuts and your time 
spent outside in wet, 
chilly PNW weather. 

https://extension.wsu.edu/maritimefruit/pruning-tree-fruit-the-basics/
http://www.pruning.com/
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Because of the COVID-19 pandemic, during 2020, STFS saved money for both the wrong 
and right reasons. On 1 January 2020, STFS’s only bank account had a balance of 
+$18,782.64 and by 31 December 2020, the balance had risen to +$21,163.86.  
 
Beyond February 2020, most in-person STFS activities were cancelled minimizing costs incurred during 
member meetings with speaker presentations, the spring grafting fair, summer tours, and fall fruit 
show. Only 2 in-person member meetings could be held instead of the usual 9 each year. Not doing an-
ything in-person seems to save money but severely undermines STFS’s goals. 
 
In 2020, STFS funding came from STFS membership dues (+$3,179.00), donations (+$1,100.00) 
and maggot barrier sales (+$3,256.04).  
 
STFS members were encouraged to pay only what they felt they could during 2020 for member dues. 
Donations were made by STFS members renewing memberships, STFS members making donations in 
exchange for leftover Raintree Nursery fruit plants, and STFS member Gudrun U. obtaining a matching 
donation from her employer. Linda Sarturnak has for many years managed STFS’s sale of maggot barri-
ers. As in past years, Linda’s efforts in 2020 generated significant funds for STFS activities. Thanks to 
Linda, Gudrun and other STFS members for their time, effort and contributions funding STFS. 
 
The 2020 planned in-person spring grafting fair was cancelled and replaced by a virtual grafting event. 
Financially, the virtual grafting event broke slightly better than even. Thanks to Laure Jansen and Bill 
Davis for their time and effort volunteered towards this event. Special thanks to Lori Brakken for the ex-
tra, extra effort pivoting multiple times to make this event happen despite the pandemic.  
 
Western Cascade Fruit Society (WCFS) is the umbrella organization for STFS. For administrative services 
provided by WCFS, STFS pays WCFS $8 per annual STFS membership dues. During calendar 2020, STFS 
paid (-$904.00) to WCFS. 
 
A possible positive outcome due to the pandemic: with printshops closed at the pandemic’s onset, 
STFS’s Urban Scion Post (USP) newsletter went from printed and mailed to electronic and emailed be-
ginning with the March 2020 edition. Doing so saved roughly $200 per edition.  
 
Laure Jansen, USP editor, embraced the new media transforming the monochromic, printed format into 
the current vibrant, expanded electronic newsletters receiving positive reviews from readers. Several 
STFS members without email access continue to receive color printed-out and mailed USP newsletters. 
During calendar 2020, STFS USP costs were (-$2,920.20). Thanks to STFS members who contributed 
content to 2020 USP editions. Special thanks to Laure Jansen, USP editor, who has for years written ar-
ticles, found/modified additional content, and desktop published newsletters then during spring 2020 re-
seeded USP’s pages with verdant inspirations we already see or want to see soon in our gardens and 
orchards. 
 
In addition to money in the STFS bank account, STFS has a small positive balance with Raintree Nurse-
ry, a positive balance with Seattle Parks that should cover 3 member meetings inside The Brig building 
in 2021 and over 100 boxes of maggot barriers left over from 2020 sales that will be sold in 2021 for a 
nominal profit.     
 
The STFS 2020 Annual Financial Audit Report with more details than the summary above is 
available for STFS members. Contact Trent Elwing (phone/text 206.517.3118 email trel-
wing@gmail.com) and a copy will be emailed to you.  Three STFS members are also needed 
to review this report and approve it as correct and properly documented. Please contact 
Trent if you can perform this task during January 2021. 

STFS 2020 Annual Financial $ummary 

mailto:trelwing@gmail.com
mailto:trelwing@gmail.com
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Spicy Lentil Chili with 
Dried Italian Plums  
(aka Prunes)   

 
1 tablespoon avocado or sunflower oil 
1 small or ½ medium red onion, diced 
1 medium green bell pepper, diced 
1 jalapeño pepper, minced 
2 large garlic cloves, minced 
1 tablespoon chili powder 
½ teaspoon ground cinnamon 
1¼ cups dry brown lentils (8.5 ounces) 
1 (15-ounce) can diced, no-salt-added fire-roasted toma-
toes 
4 cups vegetable broth (32 fluid ounces) 
12 California prunes, finely diced (3.5 ounces) 
¼ cup roughly chopped fresh cilantro leaves and tender 
stems 
 

1) Heat the oil in a large saucepan over medium-high 
heat. Add the onion, bell pepper, and jalapeño and 
cook while stirring until the onion is lightly browned, 
about 8 minutes. Add the garlic, chili powder, and 
cinnamon and cook while stirring until fragrant, about 
30 seconds. 

2) Add the lentils, tomatoes (with liquid), and broth and 
bring to a boil over high heat. Partially cover, reduce 
heat to medium-low, and simmer until lentils are just-
tender, about 25 minutes. 

3) Remove lid, stir in the prunes, and cook while stir-
ring occasionally until desired consistency, about 3 to 
4 minutes. Adjust seasoning. 

4) Ladle into small bowls, sprinkle with the cilantro, 
and serve. 

Contributed by  
Tracey Bernal 

 

While changing over to a 
new freezer this month, I 
found that I have a huge 
supply of half-dried plums 
in the freezer. This recipe 
turned out to be a good 
way to use up a big hand-
ful; it comes originally 
from California Prunes. 
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Online: Pollinator Health Webinar Part 1 – Thursday 14 January 2021 10 AM to 12 PM -  
Register ASAP at: https://oregonstate.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_Tp8_rh0QQKGt8dPgqxPtkw  
featuring Dr. Andony Melathopoulos, Assistant Professor of Pollinator Health and Dr. Chris Adams, MCAREC En-
tomologist. Topics to be covered: Overcoming pollen incompatible, Pollinizer selection, Pollen inserts, moving 
pollen using bees, Honey bee stocking rate, surrounding competing bloom, assessing colony strength, colony 
placement matter, orchard mason bees, varieties experiencing ovule senescence and pollination strategies, plant 
growth regulators at bloom For more info contact: Ashley A. Thompson PhD, phone 541.296.5494 or 
541.526.5589 Oregon State University – Fruit Tree Extension Wasco and Hood River Counties 
 
Online: Pollinator Health Webinar Part 2 – Thursday 21 January 2021 10 AM to 12 PM -  
Register ASAP at: 
https://oregonstate.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_1WWwvgrLTKu7yvnRScc_Kg  
featuring Dr. Andony Melathopoulos, Assistant Professor of Pollinator Health and Dr. Chris Adams, MCAREC En-
tomologist. Topics to be covered: wild bee groups in mid-Columbia orchards, elements of bee habitat and in-
corporating them around orchards, cover crops and natural areas to maintain native bee biodiversity, NRCS pro-
grams to support pollinator habitat For more info contact: Ashley A. Thompson PhD, phone 541.296.5494 or 
541.526.5589 Oregon State University – Fruit Tree Extension Wasco and Hood River Counties 
 
Online: WSU Tree Fruit Days - Monday 18 January 2021 8 AM to Friday 22 January 2021 5 PM -  
No fee to attend but register ASAP at http://treefruit.wsu.edu/event/tree-fruit-days/  –  multiple webinars 
Questions? -  contact Tianna DuPont, WSU Extension, phone 509.293.8758, email Tianna.dupont@wsu.edu  
 
18 January 9 AM Organic Apple Mildew Management*, Ashour Amiri, WSU Plant Pathology. Using new re-
search results to improve your powdery mildew management. 
18 January 10 AM The Latest Fire Blight Research* Kerik Cox, Cornell; Ken Johnson, OSU; Kari Peter, PSU; 
Tianna DuPont, WSU 
18 January 1 PM  Selecting New Varieties Bill Dodd, Midwest Apple Improvement Association, Dr Brew-
ster, Plant and Food New Zealand, TBA 
19 January 9 AM  Mating Disruption as a Basis for Apple IPM* Don Thomson, Pacific BioControl; Coverage 
is Key in Apple IPM* Gwen Hoheisel, WSU Extension.  
19 January 11 AM  Codling Moth Apple IPM – Don’t Forget the Basics, SIR Update*, Betsy Beers, Matt 
Jones WSU Entomology. 
19 January 1 PM The Labor Piece of the Production Puzzle Karen, Lewis, WSU Extension. De-leafers, Cy-
clone, Scout, pedestrian orchards. 
20 January 9 AM  Pear IPM* Louis Nottingham, WSU Entomology. Key components to successful pear IPM 
programs. Latest research. 
20 January 10 AM  Using Honeydew Washing to Improve Pear IPM* Chris Strohm, WSU Extension. Case 
studies and research results from 2020. 
20 January 1 PM  Irrigating Pears for Quality Lee Kalcsits, WSU Horticulture 
21 January 9 AM  X-disease and Little Cherry Virus* Scott Harper, WSU Pathology; Tobin Northfield, WSU 
Entomology; Louis Nottingham, WSU Entomology; Cody Molnar, WSU Extension.  
21 January 1 PM  Cherry Powdery Mildew Product Resistance* Gary Grove, WSU Pathology 
22 January 9 AM  Rodent Control for Orchards* Roger Baldwin, UC Davis. Efficacy of common and new ro-
denticides, burrow fumigants and repellents. 
22 January 10 AM  Apple Thinning* Poliana Francescatto, Valent BioSciences. How PGRs and PGR-like com-
pounds influence on fruit thinning and flower formation. 
22 January 1 PM  Matching Rootstocks to Scions and Varieties Jenny Bolivar, WSU Extension. Major char-
acteristics of common rootstocks and honeycrisp on different rootstocks.  
 
In-person: Winter Pruning Class by Ingela Wanerstrand - Saturday 20 February 2021 11 AM to 1 
PM - Freeway Estates Community Orchard NE Seattle - Rain or shine! Distancing and masks required, Limited 
to four outside participants. $15 per participant, Ingela has 30 years of commercial pruning experience & teach-
es in the Edmonds Community College Horticulture Program, microphone will be used. 
More info: freewayestatescommunityorchard@gmail.com and www.freewayestates.org  
 
 

Calendar for other fruit related events 

https://oregonstate.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_Tp8_rh0QQKGt8dPgqxPtkw
https://oregonstate.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_1WWwvgrLTKu7yvnRScc_Kg
http://treefruit.wsu.edu/event/tree-fruit-days/
mailto:Tianna.dupont@wsu.edu
http://treefruit.wsu.edu/event/organic-apple-mildew-management/
http://treefruit.wsu.edu/event/fireblight_webinar/
http://treefruit.wsu.edu/event/selecting-new-varieties-webinar/
http://treefruit.wsu.edu/event/mating-disruption-coverage-webinar/
http://treefruit.wsu.edu/event/webinar-codling-moth/
http://treefruit.wsu.edu/event/labor_webinar/
http://treefruit.wsu.edu/event/pear-ipm-webinar/
http://treefruit.wsu.edu/event/honeydew-washing-webinar/
http://treefruit.wsu.edu/event/irrigating-pears-for-quality/
http://treefruit.wsu.edu/event/lcd-webinar/
http://treefruit.wsu.edu/event/cherry-powdery-product-resistance/
http://treefruit.wsu.edu/event/rodent-control-webinar/
http://treefruit.wsu.edu/event/apple-thinning/
http://treefruit.wsu.edu/event/matching-rootstocks-to-scions-and-varieties/
mailto:freewayestatescommunityorchard@gmail.com
http://www.freewayestates.org
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STFS: Who Are We & What We Do 

Western Cascade Fruit Society (WFCS), a 501(c)(3) non-
profit organization, was founded in 1980 & is made up of 
nine Western Washington chapters including STFS full of 
helpful hobby orchardists & backyard fruit growers. 
 
STFS members receive automatic membership in WCFS. 
WCFS publishes a quarterly BeeLine electronic newsletter to 
inform members of events, tours, articles & reports. WCFS 
provides other member services, including an online mem-
ber forum, an online chapter-wide event calendar & an 
online home for chapter sites. See www.wcfs.org.  
 
Seattle Tree Fruit Society (STFS) is a chapter of WCFS.  
The purposes of STFS are listed in Article II of STFS By-
laws amended & restated as of 18 January 2014:  
 
STFS will bring together people …  
1) to promote & stimulate interest in growing fruit bearing 
trees, shrubs & vine in urban areas, 
2) to encourage propagation of desirable fruit varieties suited 
to the local climate, 
3) to disseminate pertinent horticultural information to its 
members & the general public through the use of fruit shows, 
orchard tours, meetings, seminars, workshops, publications 
& other media, 
4) to provide financial & other support to our area’s fruit re-
search and/or projects, & 
5) to join with other organizations in promoting tree fruit in 
the Western Cascade region. 
 
STFS members share an interest in growing fruit & nut trees, 
berries, kiwis, grapes & other fruit. We offer information on 
adapted varieties, current growing techniques & share our 
own experiences growing fruit. 
  
STFS members meet monthly from Sept to May usually in-
person on a Saturday morning in Seattle’s Magnuson Park. 
In-person meetings typically include speakers presenting on 
topics such as grafting, pruning, pest control, plant health & 
fruit preservation tailored to Western Washington growers. 
STFS members receive both the STFS online monthly news-
letter Urban Scion Post (USP) & the WCFS online quarterly  
BeeLine. STFS is online at  www.seattletreefruitsociety.com 
and www.facebook.com/SeattleTreeFruitSociety/ 
 
The STFS membership is Seattle Tree Fruit Society. The 
goals of STFS are achieved by STFS members. Please con-
tact STFS representatives listed in this newsletter and com-
municate what STFS can do for you and what you can do for 
STFS. When more STFS members get involved, STFS does 
more & attracts more STFS members who get involved. 

Seattle Tree Fruit Society 
Email: seattletreefruitsociety@gmail.com 
PRESIDENT Mike Ewanciw 206.683.9665 
(2-year term expires Jan 2021)       
VICE PRES. Tracey Bernal 206.913.3778  
(2-year term expires Jan 2021)       
SECRETARY Sue Williams 
(2-year term expires Jan 2021)       
TREASURER Trent Elwing 206.517.3118 
(2-year term expires Jan 2021)       
_________________________________ 
MEMBERSHIP Trent Elwing 206.517.3118 
HOSPITALITY Judy Scheinuk 206.363.5038 
TECHNOLOGY Mark Lee 206.434.1693 & 
STFS Facebook group content provider 
www.facebook.com/SeattleTreeFruitSociety/ 
_________________________________ 
STFS DIRECTORS 
#1 - Rick Shultz 206.327.4730 
(3-year term expired Jan 2020)       
#2 - Laure Jansen 206.743.2348 
(3-year term expired Jan 2019)       
#3 - Linda Sartnurak 425.271.6264 
(3-year term expires Jan 2021)       
#4 - Vacant—please volunteer        
(3-year term expires Jan 20??)       
#5 - Gudrun Utz 206.491.2133 
(3-year term expires Jan 2021)         
#6 - Trent Elwing 206.517.3118  
(3-year term expires Jan 2021)      
#7 - Vacant—please volunteer 
(3-year term expires Jan 20??)                
_________________________________ 
USP NEWSLETTER EDITORS  
Trent Elwing trelwing@gmail.com 
Laure Jansen seattleorchardist@gmail.com 
Tracey Bernal tmjbernal0216@gmail.com 
_________________________________ 
STANDING COMMITTEE CHAIRS 
Orchard - Vacant—please volunteer        
Events - Vacant—please volunteer        
Programs - Vacant—please volunteer        
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How do I know when my annual STFS membership will expire? 
 
Back in March 2020 before the COVID-19 pandemic took hold, printed USP newsletters were 
USPS-mailed, and the STFS membership renewal date was printed above the mailing address 
of each member’s hardcopy printed newsletter.  
 
To minimize spread of the coronavirus causing COVID-19, USP newsletters are now electronic 
and emailed. A reminder to renew your STFS membership no longer is printed above the mail-
ing address. 
 
Depending upon when a STFS member joins, annual memberships expire at the end of March, 
June, September or December each year. 
 
Trent Elwing, STFS membership coordinator, will email STFS members one month prior to an 
expiring STFS membership reminding of the need to renew shortly and how to renew. 
  

Need to know now? Contact Trent  
(phone/text: 206.517.3118 email: trelwing@gmail.com) 
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AMENDED BY-LAWS  
 

Of The  

 

SEATTLE TREE FRUIT SOCIETY 
 

A Chapter of the Western Cascade Fruit Society 

 

 (Amended and Restated as of January 18, 2014) 

 

 

This organization shall be known as the SEATTLE TREE FRUIT SOCIETY (“STFS” or the 
“Society”), a chapter of the Western Cascade Fruit Society  (“WCFS”), which is an organization incorpo-
rated under the non-profit laws, RCW 24.03, of the State of Washington.  This Society is organized exclu-
sively for educational purposes within the meaning of Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code (the 
“Code”).  Notwithstanding any other provisions of these articles, this Society shall not carry on any other 
activities not permitted to be carried on (a) by a corporation exempt from federal income tax under Section 
501(c)(3) of the Code or the corresponding provisions of any future United States Internal Revenue Code or 
(b) by a corporation, contributions to which are deductible under Section 170(c) (2) of the Code or the corre-
sponding provision of any future United States Internal Revenue Code. 

 

 

ARTICLE  I 

OFFICE 

 

The principal office of the Society shall reside with the elected President or such other place as the 
Board of Directors (the “Board”) may designate. 

 

 

ARTICLE  II 

PURPOSES 

 

The Society will bring together people in the greater Seattle area to promote and stimulate interest in 
growing fruit bearing trees, shrubs and vines in urban areas, to encourage propagation of desirable fruit vari-
eties suited to the local climate, to disseminate pertinent horticultural information to its members and the 
general public through the use of fruit shows, orchard tours, meetings, seminars, workshops, publications 
and other media, to provide financial and other support to our area’s fruit research and/or projects and to join 
with other organizations in promoting tree fruit in the Western Cascade region. 

 

(1) 

 

 

 
 
 

STFS by-laws amended/restated 18 Jan 2014 
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ARTICLE  III 

MEMBERSHIP 

 

Membership shall be open to anyone, regardless of age, race, creed, sex or national origin, in accord-
ance with the following: 

 

Section  1 - Classes of Members.  The Society shall have two classes of membership:  individual and 
life. 

 

Section  2 - Qualifications for Membership. 

 

(A)  Individual.  Individual membership consists of one person, persons or family residing in 
one household or organization and submitting one annual dues payment.  Members in this category 
shall first and foremost be members of the WCFS and with STFS chapter affiliation specified.  Mem-
bers shall pay such annual dues as may be determined by the WCFS’s board of directors for WCFS 
membership and STFS chapter affiliation.  Annual dues shall be paid on the anniversary of joining.  
Annual dues may, or may not, include subscription to organization newsletters.  Annual subscription 
rates, if any, shall be determined by the Board. 

 

(B)  Life.  WCFS life memberships granted to STFS members shall extend to their STFS af-
filiation.  

 

Section  3 - Voting Rights.  Voting rights are extended to all individual and life memberships, one 
vote per membership. 

 

(A)  Each member entitled to vote with respect to the subject matter of an issue submitted to 
the members shall be entitled to one vote upon each such issue. 

 

(B)  Each member entitled to vote at an election of Directors may cast one vote for as many 
persons as there are Directors to be elected.  Cumulative voting for one Director candidate is not per-
mitted. 

 

Section  4 - Meetings.  Membership meetings shall be held as follows: 

 

(A)  Monthly Meetings.  Regular meetings shall generally be held once a month from Sep-
tember through May (generally on a Saturday) at a time and place designated by the President, unless 
superseded by a field trip, WCFS function or special meeting. 

 

(B)  Annual Meeting. [The January meeting] shall be designated as the annual membership 
meeting for the purpose of electing Directors and transacting such other business as may properly 
come before the meeting 

(2) 

 
 
 

STFS by-laws amended/restated 18 Jan 2014 
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(C)  Special Meetings.  The President, Board of Directors, or not less than 5 percent of the 
members entitled to vote, may call special meetings of the members for matters relating to Society 
business. 

 

Section  5 - Place of Meetings.  All meetings of members shall be held in a facility of adequate space 
and conveniently sited for access by a majority of members. 

 

Section  6 - Notice of Meetings.  The President, Secretary or Board shall cause to be delivered to 
each member entitled to notice of or to vote at the meeting, either personally or by mail, not less than ten 
(10) days before the meeting, written notice stating the place, date and time of the meeting and, in the case 
of a special meeting, the purpose or purposes for which the meeting is called. 

 

Section  7 - Quorum.  Ten (10) percent of the members entitled to vote shall constitute a quorum at a 
meeting of the members.  If less than a quorum of the members entitled to vote is represented at a meeting, a 
majority of the members so represented may adjourn the meeting and call for continued action at a future 
meeting. 

 

Section  8 - Manner of Acting.  A simple majority of the votes cast by the members at a meeting at 
which a quorum is present shall be necessary for the adoption of any matter voted upon by the members. 

 

 

ARTICLE  IV 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

 

Section  1 - Powers.  The business of the Society shall be managed by a Board of Directors. 

 

Section  2 - Number.  The Board of Directors shall consist of all officers and not less than four (4) 
nor more than seven (7) elected Directors. 

 

Section  3 - Election and Term of Office.  Elected Directors shall be selected by the membership for 
a period of three (3) years or until his or her successor is elected, with two (2) directors being elected each 
year.   Nominations to the Board of Directors shall be made by a Nominating Committee consisting of three 
(3) members appointed by the President or by nomination from any member prior to the election. 

 

Section  4 - Resignation or Removal.  Any Director may resign at any time by delivering written no-
tice to the President or by giving oral or written notice at any meeting of the Board.  Any Director may be 
removed from office without assigning any cause by a two-thirds (2/3) vote of the Board of Directors.  Any 
director who misses three (3) consecutive Board meetings without proper cause may be asked to resign. 

 

(3) 

 
 
 

STFS by-laws amended/restated 18 Jan 2014 
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Section  5 - Vacancies.  A vacancy on the Board may be filled by the affirmative vote of a majority 
of the remaining Directors.  A Director so elected shall serve for the unexpired term of his or her predeces-
sor in office. 

 

Section  6 - Meetings of Directors.  The annual meeting of the Board of Directors shall be held im-
mediately following the annual meeting of members or as soon as is practicable.  Quarterly meetings of the 
Board shall be called by the President. 

 

Section  7 - Notice of Meetings of the Board of Directors.  Written or oral notice of the time and 
place of each meeting of the Directors shall be given by the President to each Director not less than ten (10) 
days before the date of such meeting. 

 

Section  8 - Quorum.  A simple majority of the number of Directors provided by these By-Laws shall 
constitute a quorum for the transaction of business at any Board meeting. 

 

Section  9 - Manner of Action. The act of the majority of the Directors present at a meeting at which 
there is a quorum shall be the act of the Board except in instances where these By-Laws or state law shall 
conflict. 

 

Section  10 - Meetings by Telecommunication.  Members of the Board or any committee designated 
by the Board may participate in a meeting of such Board or committee by means of a conference telephone 
or similar communications equipment by means of which all persons participating in the meeting can com-
municate at the same time.  Participation by such means shall constitute presence in person at a meeting. 

 

Section  11 - Action by Board without a Meeting.  Any action which could be taken at a meeting of 
the Board may be taken without a meeting if a written consent setting forth the action so taken is signed by 
each of the Directors.  Any such written consent shall be inserted in the minute book as if it were the 
minutes of a Board meeting. 

 

Section  12 - Committees.  The President shall appoint the chairperson of each committee and serve 
as ex officio member, except for the nomination committee.  The Board shall approve the members of each 
committee.  Each committee shall keep a record of its acts and proceedings and report the same from time to 
time to the Board.  No committee shall be empowered to amend the By-Laws, to elect or remove officers, to 
borrow money or to dissolve the Society.  A committee member may be removed by majority vote of the 
Board.  The members of each committee member may be removed by majority vote of the Board.  The 
members of each committee shall act only as a committee and the individual members shall have no power 
as such. 

 

Section  13 - Compensation.  The Directors of the Society shall receive no compensation for their 
services as Directors but may receive reimbursement for expenditures incurred on behalf of the Society. 

 

Section  14 - Ex Officio Board Member.  The Immediate Past President shall be an ex officio Board 
member for one (1) year after he/she leaves office. 

 

(4) 
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ARTICLE V 

OFFICERS 

 

Section  1 - Number.  The officers of the Society shall be a President, Vice President, Secretary and 
Treasurer, each of whom shall be elected by the Board of Directors.  Any two or more offices may be held 
by the same person, except the offices of the President and Secretary cannot be held concurrently by the 
same person. 

 

Section  2 - Election and Term of Office.  The officers of the Society shall be elected at an annual 
meeting of the Board and serve for two (2) years.  Each officer shall hold office until his or her successor 
shall have been elected and qualified unless he or she resigns or is removed from office.  Officers may be re-
elected. 

 

Section  3 - Resignation.  Any officer may resign at any time by delivering written notice to the Pres-
ident, Vice President, Secretary, or the Board, or by giving oral or written notice at any meeting of the 
Board.  Any such resignation shall take effect upon delivery thereof. 

 

Section  4 - Removal.  Any officer or agent elected or appointed by the Board may be removed by a 
two-thirds (2/3) vote of the Board of Directors whenever in its judgment the best interests of the Society 
would be served thereby, but such removal shall be without prejudice to the contract rights, if any, of the 
person so removed. 

 

Section  5 - Vacancies.  A vacancy in any office created by the resignation, removal, disqualification, 
creation of a new office or any other cause may be filled by the Board for the unexpired portion of the term 
or for a new term established by the Board. 

 

Section  6 - President.  The President shall be the principal executive officer of the Society and, sub-
ject to the Board’ control, shall supervise and control all of the assets, business and affairs of the Society.  
The President shall preside over all meetings of the members and the Board and shall coordinate the work of 
the officers and committees of the Society.  In general, the President shall perform all duties incident to the 
office of President and such duties as are assigned to him or her by the Board from time to time. 

 

Section  7 - Vice President.  The Vice President shall act as an aide to the President and shall perform 
the duties of the President in the absence or inability of that officer to so act.  In the absence of both the 
President and Vice President a chairman pro tem shall be selected by the Board to conduct the official meet-
ings.  The Vice President shall perform such other duties as from time to time may be assigned by the Presi-
dent or the Board. 

 

Section  8 - Secretary.  The Secretary shall have custody of and maintain the official records of the 
Society, shall conduct such correspondence of the Society as requested by the President or the Board, shall 
record the minutes of all meetings of the Society and of the Board of Directors, and shall perform such other 
duties as may be assigned from time to time by the President or Board. 

 

(5) 
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Section  9 - Treasurer.  The Treasurer shall have charge and custody of and be responsible for all 
funds of the Society and shall keep a full and accurate account of the receipts and expenditures, shall make 
disbursement of funds in accordance with the approved budget as authorized by the Board of Directors, shall 
make no disbursement of funds in payment of any non-budget claim or bill against the Society without first 
presenting same to the Board of Directors for approval of payment, deposit all money receipts in the name of 
the Society in a bank account, maintain such books of account recording the financial business of the Socie-
ty, present a financial statement at Board meetings and at the annual meeting of the Society, and maintain a 
current membership status including dues payment disbursement with the WCFS Treasurer. 

 

The Treasurer’s accounts shall be examined annually by an auditor or an audit committee of not less 
than three (3) members, who are satisfied that the Treasurer’s annual report is correct and who shall sign a 
statement that the record is correct. 

 

Section  10 - Compensation.  No officer of the Society will receive any salary, wage or other com-
pensation for services rendered on behalf of the Society, but shall be reimbursed for such fair, justifiable and 
reasonable out-of-pocket expenses as defined by the Board of Directors. 

 

Section  11 - Succession.  All officers shall deliver to their successors all official material not later 
than ten (10) days following the election of their successors. 

 

Section  12 - WCFS Representation.  A representative of the Society shall be appointed to attend 
WCFS board meetings to coordinate STFS efforts and problems with the WCFS. 

 

 

ARTICLE VI 

ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS 

 

Section  1 - Books and Records.  The Society shall keep at its principal office copies of its current By
-Laws, current WCFS Articles of Incorporation and By-Laws, Employer Identification  Number (EIN), IRS 
exemption status and group exemption number  (GEN) letters, IRS Form 990 inputs to WCFS, records of 
accounts and finances, minutes of the meetings of its members and Board, committee meeting minutes, rec-
ords of the name and address of each member, and such other records of the Society as may be necessary or 
advisable.  All books and records of the Society shall be open at any reasonable time to inspection by any 
member. 

 

Section  2 - Fiscal Year.  The fiscal year of the Society shall be the calendar year. 

 

Section  3 - Parliamentary Authority.  Robert’s Rules of Order on Parliamentary Procedure, Revised, 
shall be used as a general guideline; however, all meetings shall be conducted in a semiformal manner 

 

(6) 
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Section  4 - Special Provisions. 

 

(A)  All money, assets, gifts, donations of books, papers, pictures, plant and tree materials, 
patents, copyrights and registered material or works, objects of art, historical memorabilia and any 
other matter given, or pledges contributed to the Society shall be the property of the Society.  Rec-
ords of such transactions in gifts, donations and contributions shall be recorded and the necessary 
recognition shall be given.  These records shall be kept perpetually. 

 

(B)  No part of the activities of the Society shall be for the gain of any private individual, Di-
rector or member of the Society; the Society shall not carry on propaganda or otherwise attempt to 
influence legislation; and the Society shall not participate in or intervene in (including the publishing 
or distributing of statements) any political campaign on behalf of any candidate for public office. 

 

(C)  Except as provided herein, all meetings of the membership, the Board of Directors and 
all committees of the Board of Directors shall be open to the public as provided for under the Open 
Public Meeting Act of the State of Washington, RCW 42.30.  Closed meetings may be held to con-
sider matters relating to individual officers or Board members, removal from office, proprietary in-
formation, litigation and other matters requiring the confidential advice of privileged or confidential 
basis, or the purchase of property or services wherever the premature exposure of such purchase 
would compromise the business interest of the Society. 

 

(D)  Indemnification.   This Society shall not, to the extent possible under the Nonprofit Cor-
porations Act, RCW 24.03, indemnify current or former officers or Directors of the Society.  Public 
liability and property insurance shall be in accordance with that provided by WCFS on behalf of this 
Society. 

 

 

ARTICLE VII 

DISSOLUTION 

 

Upon the winding up and dissolution of the Society, after paying or adequately providing for the 
debts and obligation of the Society, the remaining assets shall be distributed to the WCFS.  In the event 
WCFS no longer has tax exempt status under Section 501(c)(3) of the Code, distribution shall be made to a 
nonprofit fund, foundation or corporation which is organized and operated exclusively for charitable, educa-
tional, religious and/or scientific purposes and which has established its tax exempt status under Section 501
(c)(3) of the Code. 

 

 

ARTICLE VIII 

AMENDMENTS 

 

These By-Laws may be amended by a majority vote either (i) of the members at any duly called 
membership meeting at which a quorum is present or (ii) of the Board. 

 

(7) 
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The foregoing amended and restated By-Laws of the Seattle Tree Fruit Society were duly 
adopted by the Board of Directors on January 18, 2014 and replace the By-Laws of the Seattle Tree 
Fruit Society adopted on January 25, 1997. 

 

 

 

___________________________________  ____________________________________ 

Paul Mallary, President    Lori Brakken, Secretary 

 

(8) 
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