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On the cover                            _ 
The big schoolhouse European 
plum (original tree reportedly resid-
ed at a Port Townsend school) tree 
transplanted into the STFS demo 
orchard over twenty years ago had-
n't been summer pruned recently. 
On August 12th, over 30 STFS and 
City Fruit members gave numerous 
pear and plum trees their long over-
due summer prune. City Fruit fruit 
tree specialist Julian G. thinned out 
the schoolhouse plum's interior 
scaffold. Thanks to all who pruned, 
hauled away prunings and per-
formed other necessary orchard 

maintenance.   

9/9/23  Message from the Treasurer 
 
August 2023 featured several collaborations at the Magnuson Park 
demo orchard between STFS and fellow food growing nonprofits. 

 

In early August, 
Kathy D., Treasurer 
for the Magnuson 
Community Garden 
nonprofit, inquired 
whether any ripe fruit 
was available from 
the demo orchard for 
the P-Patch food bank 
donation. STFS gave 
the okay and Kathy D. 
collected ~25 lbs. of 
William's Pride and 
Lodi apples from in-
side the protective netting for the Friday 

(August 11th) donation. Kathy recounted her participation in the 
initial planting of the demo orchard trees over twenty years ago 
when irrigation wasn't installed, and she watered young trans-
plants from a faucet attached to the Brig's exterior.  

 

With several years of hopefully the worst 
of the COVID-19 outbreak behind us, STFS 
members recognized that postponed sum-
mer pruning of the past years had resulted 
in way too much redundant interior wood 
shading out fruit production. Turning a lia-
bility into an asset is a great feat only 
overshadowed by the big summer prune 
pulled off by 30+ City Fruit and STFS 
members receiving hands-on training Au-
gust 12th. City Fruit Fruit Tree Specialist 
Julian G. led the training with assistance 
from City Fruit Ed./Volunteer Prog. Mgr. 
Tiare G. Julian also tamed the unruly 
Schoolhouse Plum cleaning out overlap-
ping and weak interior architecture.  
 

Thank you, City Fruit, for the time and effort invested August 12th. 

 

Following the August 12th summer pruning sev-
eral STFS members visited Kiwibob's backyard 
orchard to glean ground fall from the huge 
Gravenstein tree in Kiwibob's backyard as well 
as pick several varieties of figs. Thanks for the 
fruit, Kiwibob.  

 

The following Tuesday, MCG Children's Garden 
volunteer Mostafa M. emailed Trent E. photos 
showing the demo orchard irrigation system 
completely severed at the north end of the 3 es-
palier fences and water gushing out onto the 
only lush green patch of grass surrounded by a parched, browned 
field.  

 

William's Pride and 
Lodi apples gath-
ered by Kathy D. ... 

& added to P-Patch 
food bank August 
11th donation.  

City Fruit's Julian G. 
and Tiare G. leading 
summer prune. 

Desert King figs 
from Kiwibob  

https://raintreenursery.com/products/schoolhouse-plum-st-julian-a
https://raintreenursery.com/products/schoolhouse-plum-st-julian-a
https://www.seattletreefruitsociety.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/12/USP-40-08-2022-Aug.pdf
https://www.cityfruit.org/meet-city-fruits-new-fruit-tree-specialist-julian-garcia/
https://www.cityfruit.org/meet-city-fruits-new-fruit-tree-specialist-julian-garcia/
https://www.magnusoncommunitygarden.org/
https://www.magnusoncommunitygarden.org/


Urban Scion Post           August 2023                                                                      Page 3 

Mostafa made temporary repairs but warned that little or no water 
may be irrigating the remaining 6 rows of freestanding fruit trees then 
suggested installation of new piping. Previously, longtime STFS mem-
ber Ruth C. had inventoried numerous leak points and other damage to 
the system probably preventing irrigation water from reaching most of 
the orchard trees for some time including Vagn J.'s (RIP) dwarfing ap-
ple and pear trees transplanted spring 2022 into the west side of the 
orchard. Trent E. measured out the irrigation system layout then con-
sulted several STFS members with past irrigation system experience 
before deciding on nominally priced Hydro-Rain Blu-Lock recycled 
HDPE plastic piping and UV-resistant ABS plastic fittings to be added 
to the irrigation system.   

 

Hydro-Rain Blu-Lock is similar to PEX piping 
and SharkBite fittings used for indoor potable 
plumbing and features (at least according to 

the spec sheet): "Patented 'Push-and-Go' Designð100% tool and 
chemical free approach cut installation time in half, Blu-LockÈ Pipe 
is 'Green'ðEnvironmentally-friendly, recyclable HDPE pipe provides 
a superior alternative to PVC, Pipe and Fittings are Chemical Freeð

Glueless, tool-free installation protects the 
environment and the long-term health of your 
crew." 

 

Components of the existing irrigation system 
will be gathered, inspected for damage and re
-incorporated into the repaired demo orchard 
irrigation system. 

 

Trent E. attended the MCG Board August 24th 
zoom meeting and had been previously emailed the MCG Treasurer's 
report prepared by Kathy D. A pleasant surprise: The 2023 MCG budget 
includes ~$550 allocated for demo orchard capital improvements 
which should be available to STFS for the purchase of new piping and 
fittings installed into the existing irrigation system watering the demo 
orchard's ~3 dozen fruit trees during Seattle's dry summers.   

 

Demo orchard irrigation work by STFS volunteers is planned for the 
Saturdays of September 9th and October 14th. Please contact Trent E. (email trel-
wing@gmail.com phone/DM 206.517.3118) for more details about 
this task.  

 

The Magnuson Community Garden including the demonstration or-
chard hosts the P-Patch 50th Anniversary Celebration September 
9th. A number of STFS members including Marlene Lechner Falken-
bury (RIP) have made significant contributions to the Picardo Farm 
P-Patch, the original P-Patch ("P" stands for "Picardo") in the 
Wedgwood neighborhood at the corner of 25th Ave NE and NE 82nd 
St. with its own fruit tree orchard, post-and-beam little barn, Pica-
loo composting toilet building and other amenities open to the pub-
lic everyday.      

 

STFS's collaboration with other local fruit growing organizations 
continues in September 2023 with the STFS member meeting open 
to the public and occurring at the Seattle Waldorf School's teaching orchard. Longtime STFS 
member Bob Baines will lead a walkthrough assessment of onsite fruit plants and talk 
through an annual care plan.   

And up through the 
ground came a 
bubbling ... 

Push it Push it  
Push it Push it and  
Go Blu Lock Design  

Remember 20 years 
ago when T-shirt sales 
were fundraisers?  

... gush of  
irrigation water  

https://www.sprinklerwarehouse.com/brands/hydro-rain
https://www.historylink.org/File/20662
https://www.historylink.org/File/20662
https://www.seattletimes.com/seattle-news/first-public-composting-toilet-at-citys-oldest-p-patch/
https://www.seattletimes.com/seattle-news/first-public-composting-toilet-at-citys-oldest-p-patch/
https://seattlewaldorf.org/
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Summertime and the livinõ is easy. So goes the song and so 
goes our weather. Yes, rainfall is about 6.5ó below average 
so far and yes, a predicted strong El Nino often portends a 
large rain event in the fall-winter wet season, but right now 
we are able to enjoy perfect days. 
     But look down at the cracked earth at our feet. It is bone 
dry! Plants really appreciate supplemental water now, ac-
companied by several inches of wood chip 
mulch. Our Mediterranean climate is almost 
certainly dry in July-August just when air 
temperatures are at their highest. In addition 
night time temperatures have been gradually 
increasing. We humans donõt notice this, but 
plants and insects do. 
     This weather effect can be measured by 
something called the evaporation pan rate. 
In the old days farmers would tune first thing 
into their AM radios to hear the Farm Report: 
the weather forecast, the commodities fu-
tures market for wheat and corn and for 
hogs and beef. Last but not least was the 
evaporation rate for the previous day. It liter-
ally meant the depth of water in inches 
which evaporated from a shallow pan locat-
ed near the local Extension office. That sim-
ple information told them how much to irri-
gate, or not. 
     Of course that info is now automated by 
instruments but you can develop your own 
measurement simply by setting a bucket of 
water outside and measuring the depth, say 
once a week, to determine summer water 
needs. Maybe put a screen over the top to 
exclude the usual share cropper pests. 
     WSU has been analyzing the probable 
spread of Japanese beetles in our state. JBs were first ob-
served in New Jersey in 1916 and now have spread to about 
half the states. The odd one frequently shows up near air-
ports, but theyõve become established in the TriCities area of 
CWA.  
     Two years ago a woman in Grandview noticed that her 
rose foliage was being skeletonized by these attractive in-
sects. Now folks in several nearby towns are observing 
them. In addition to roses adult JBs like to chomp on hops, 
grapes and most fruit trees. Their larvae live in soil and pre-

fer to eat roots of the carefully groomed turf of perfectionist 
home gardeners and golf courses. If the infestation is heavy, 
the dried turf above can be rolled up like paper. Sadly, WSU 
estimates that our entire state will host this invasive insect 
in about 20 years tho of course they are trying to slow its 
spread. (Editor's note: more on JB in CWA in USP 40 08 2022 
Aug) 
     Would you believe that WSU is also distributing earwigs 
(another invasive) to apple and pear growers in CWA? 
Theyõve learned that this nocturnal insect performs benefi-
cial work by eating pear psylla and woolly aphids. The sap 
sucking pear psylla is a persistent problem in European 
pears in CWA, and woolly aphids can hit the roots of our ap-

ple trees as well. You have 
perhaps cut into a peach and 
found an earwig inside. They 
are considered a pest in stone 
fruit but have become a wel-
come guest in pome fruit or-
chards. 
     One WSU experiment which 
may eventually help us west 
siders is the introduction of an 
egg parasitoid of the spotted 
wing drosophila in CWA. This 
tiny wasp has been found on 
our WWA side too and the 
hope is that it will slowly bring 
the SWD population into some 
kind of balance. Our raspber-
ries and blueberries will bene-
fit. 
     Speaking of berries, now is 
the time to remove the old 
floricanes of raspberries and 
blackberries before the new 
primocanes become entangled 
among them. Be sure to give 
these plants water now too to 
help establish what will be-
come those fruiting canes next 

year. (Editor's note: "remove" but then repurpose old flori-
canes by cutting into sections, drying and bundling then set 
out next spring as shelter for some solitary bee species.)  
     August is a great time to downsize overgrown fruit trees. 
The two rules are to remove no more than a third of the can-
opy per year and remember to water deeply after pruning. 
     Hoping you are able to enjoy our wonderful summer. May-
be stock up on N95 masks in case wild fires become a prob-
lem. That way you can work outside and not injure your 
lungs. 

This little invasive is 
currently vilified,

but this little invasive 
has found its place in 
pome orchard IPM. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pan_evaporation
https://news.wsu.edu/press-release/2023/07/18/japanese-beetles-could-spread-throughout-washington-state-in-20-years/
https://news.wsu.edu/press-release/2023/07/18/japanese-beetles-could-spread-throughout-washington-state-in-20-years/
https://s3.wp.wsu.edu/uploads/sites/2071/2021/03/Japanese-Beetle-WSU-Homeowner-Control.pdf#:~:text=Japanese%20Beetle%3A%20An%20Invasive%20Pest%20in%20Washington%20Japanese,treating%20beetles%20%28if%20found%29%20to%20keep%20populations%20low.
https://www.seattletreefruitsociety.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/12/USP-40-08-2022-Aug.pdf
https://www.seattletreefruitsociety.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/12/USP-40-08-2022-Aug.pdf
https://treefruit.wsu.edu/article/rally-the-troops-free-earwigs-to-be-distributed-to-pome-fruit-growers-at-tfrec-workshop/?print-view=true
https://treefruit.wsu.edu/article/managing-earwigs-how-and-why-to-conserve-in-pome-fruits-and-suppress-in-stone-fruits/
https://entomologytoday.org/2022/06/07/welcome-wasps-parasitoids-invasive-fruit-fly-spotted-wing-drosophila/#:~:text=The%20wasp%20Ganaspis%20brasiliensis%20is%20one%20of%20two,fruit%20fly%20known%20as%20spotted-wing%20drosophila%20%28Drosophila%20suzukii%29.
https://entomologytoday.org/2022/06/07/welcome-wasps-parasitoids-invasive-fruit-fly-spotted-wing-drosophila/#:~:text=The%20wasp%20Ganaspis%20brasiliensis%20is%20one%20of%20two,fruit%20fly%20known%20as%20spotted-wing%20drosophila%20%28Drosophila%20suzukii%29.
https://www.gardeningknowhow.com/edible/fruits/fegen/distinguishing-primocanes-vs-floricanes.htm
https://www.gardeningknowhow.com/edible/fruits/fegen/distinguishing-primocanes-vs-floricanes.htm
https://www.gardeningknowhow.com/edible/fruits/fegen/distinguishing-primocanes-vs-floricanes.htm
https://news.wsu.edu/press-release/2023/07/18/japanese-beetles-could-spread-throughout-washington-state-in-20-years/
https://treefruit.wsu.edu/crop-protection/opm/earwig/
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Be wary: Some raspberry varieties have canes armed with substantial spines inflicting punc-
ture wounds. Some individuals contacting these spines may suffer a localized rash or mechan-
ical  i rri tant dermati tis. 

Old woody brown floricane left 
of new light green primocane  

If woody brown,  

cut down now ...   

Then dry, section and save 
for pollinator nesting  

next spring   

Dried old floricanes from 2022 placed 
in orchard spring 2023. Holes (one 

mud capped) in floricane centers were 
drilled by solitary bees.   

To hopefully first avoid this re-
alistic result then harvest all 
those abate fetel pears, support 
leader with multiple wood lath 
or similar materials (for exam-
ple, interior vertical scaffold 
from same pear previously 
pruned last summer and saved). 

Foolish backyard 
orchardist foregoes 
prudent fruitlet 
thinning; Produc-
tive leader snaps.  

https://www.health.harvard.edu/diseases-and-conditions/dodging-skin-irritations-from-problem-plants
https://www.health.harvard.edu/diseases-and-conditions/dodging-skin-irritations-from-problem-plants
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9ŘƛǘƻǊΩǎ bƻǘŜΥ aŜƭƛƴŘŀ aŎ.ǊƛŘŜΣ ƭƻƴƎǝƳŜ {¢C{ ƳŜƳōŜǊΣ ƧƻƛƴŜŘ ǘƘŜ {¢C{ .ƻŀǊŘ ǘƘƛǎ 
ȅŜŀǊΦ aŜƭƛƴŘŀΩǎ ŀǊǝŎƭŜ ōŜƭƻǿ ŘǊŀǿǎ ŦǊƻƳ ŎƻƴǘŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǝƻƴ aŜƭƛƴŘŀ ƎŀǾŜ 
ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ŀ ȊƻƻƳ {¢C{ ƳŜƳōŜǊ ƳŜŜǝƴƎ ŜŀǊƭƛŜǊ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΦ ¢ƘŀƴƪǎоΣ aŜƭƛƴŘŀΦ 

aƻŘƛŬŜŘ IǸƎŜƭƪǳƭǘǳǊ .ŜŘǎ ŦƻǊ CǊǳƛǘ ¢ǊŜŜǎ 
!ƴ 9ȄǇŜǊƛƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ /ƻƴǾŜǊǝƴƎ ¢ǳǊŦ ǘƻ aƛƴƛ-hǊŎƘŀǊŘ 

aŜƭƛƴŘŀ aŎ.ǊƛŘŜ 
 

L ƳƻǾŜŘ ǘƻ ŀ ƴŜǿ ƘƻƳŜ ƛƴ {ƘƻǊŜƭƛƴŜΣ ²ŀǎƘƛƴƎǘƻƴΣ ƛƴ WŀƴǳŀǊȅΣ нлмрΦ Lǘ ǿŀǎ ŀ мфнф ǊŜƴǘŀƭ ƘƻǳǎŜ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ 
ƭŀǊƎŜ ȅŀǊŘΣ ŀ ƳŀǘǳǊŜ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘ-ǎƛȊŜ DǊŀǾŜƴǎǘŜƛƴ ŀǇǇƭŜ ǘǊŜŜΣ Lǘŀƭƛŀƴ ǇǊǳƴŜ ǇƭǳƳΣ ŀƴŘ ŀ ŘǿŀǊŦ ŀǇǇƭŜτ
ǇŜǊƘŀǇǎ [ƛōŜǊǘȅΦ 

 

¢ƘŜ ȅŀǊŘ ǿŀǎ Ƴƻǎǘƭȅ ǿŜŜŘȅ ƭŀǿƴ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǳǊ ǘȅǇƛŎŀƭ ǳǊōŀƴ ƎƭŀŎƛŀƭ ǝƭƭ ǎƻƛƭΦ ¢ƘŜ ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘȅ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎƻǳǘƘ ƘŀŘ 
ƳŀǘǳǊŜ ŘƻǳƎŬǊǎ ŀƴŘ ŀ ƎƛƎŀƴǝŎ ŎƘŜǊǊȅ ό9ƴƎƭƛǎƘύ ƭŀǳǊŜƭΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ ŀ ǇŀǘŎƘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƴƻǊǘƘ-Ŝŀǎǘ ŎƻǊƴŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ 
Ǝƻǘ ǎǳƴΦ aȅ ƭŀƴŘƭƻǊŘ ƎŀǾŜ ƳŜ ǇŜǊƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ ǘƻ Ǉǳǘ ŀ ƎŀǊŘŜƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊŜŀΦ 

 

!ǘ ǘƘŜ ōŀŎƪ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭƻǘ ǿŀǎ ŀ ǇŀǊǝŀƭƭȅ-ǊƻǧŜŘ ǿƻƻŘǇƛƭŜ ƭŜƊ ŦǊƻƳ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎ ƻǿƴŜǊ ƘŀŘ ǊŜƳƻǾŜŘ 
ǎƻƳŜ ƭŀǊƎŜ ǘǊŜŜǎΦ ¢ƘƛǎΣ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǇǊǳƴƛƴƎǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǎƘǊǳōǎΣ ǘǊŜŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǘŎƘ ƻŦ ōŀƳōƻƻΣ ƳŀŘŜ ƎƻƻŘ 
ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭ ŦƻǊ IǸƎŜƭƪǳƭǘǳǊ ōŜŘǎΦ IǸƎŜƭƪǳƭǘǳǊ ǿŀǎ Ƴȅ ǎƻƭǳǝƻƴ ŦƻǊ ƛƳπ
ǇǊƻǾƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎƻƛƭ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴǾŜǊǝƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǿŜŜŘȅ ƭŀǿƴ ǘƻ ƎŀǊŘŜƴΦ 

 

²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ IǸƎŜƭƪǳƭǘǳǊΚ 
 

IǸƎŜƭƪǳƭǘǳǊ ƛǎ ŀ DŜǊƳŀƴ ǿƻǊŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƭƛǘŜǊŀƭƭȅ Ƨǳǎǘ ƳŜŀƴǎ άƘƛƭƭ Ŏǳƭπ
ǘǳǊŜΦέ ! ǘȅǇƛŎŀƭ IǸƎŜƭƪǳƭǘǳǊ ōŜŘ ƛǎ ōǳƛƭǘ ǿƛǘƘ ƭŀȅŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǿƻƻŘȅ ƳŀǘŜπ
Ǌƛŀƭ ŎƻǾŜǊŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ƭŀȅŜǊ ƻŦ ŘƛǊǘΦ  

 

CƛƎǳǊŜ м ǎƘƻǿǎ ŀ ǎŎƘŜƳŀǝŎ ƻŦ ŀ ǘȅǇƛŎŀƭ IǸƎŜƭƪǳƭǘǳǊ ōŜŘΦ 

 

.ŜƴŜŬǘǎ ƻŦ IǸƎŜƭƪǳƭǘǳǊτǿƘȅ ǘǊȅ ƛǘΚ 

ϝ IǸƎŜƭƪǳƭǘǳǊ ōŜŘǎ ŀǊŜ ƪƛƴŘ ƻŦ ƭƛƪŜ ǳƴŘŜǊƎǊƻǳƴŘ ƳǳƭŎƘƛƴƎΦ ¢ƘŜ ƻǊπ
ƎŀƴƛŎ ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭ ŀōǎƻǊōǎ ǿŀǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ƪŜŜǇǎ ǘƘŜ ōŜŘ ƳƻƛǎǘΦ 
ϝ [ƛƪŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǊŀƛǎŜŘ ōŜŘǎΣ ǘƘŜȅ Ŏŀƴ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜ ŘǊŀƛƴŀƎŜΦ 
ϝ ¢ƘŜ ŘŜŎƻƳǇƻǎƛǝƻƴ Ƴŀȅ ǊŀƛǎŜ ǎƻƛƭ ǘŜƳǇŜǊŀǘǳǊŜ ǎƭƛƎƘǘƭȅΦ 
ϝ LǘΩǎ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ǿŀȅ ǘƻ ǳǎŜ ƻǊƎŀƴƛŎ ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭ ƻƴ ȅƻǳǊ ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘȅΦ 

 

¢ƘŜ ƛŘŜŀ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƻǊƎŀƴƛŎ ǿƻƻŘȅ ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭ ǿƛƭƭ ƘƻƭŘ ƳƻƛǎǘǳǊŜΣ ǊŜπ
ŘǳŎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƴŜŜŘ ŦƻǊ ƛǊǊƛƎŀǝƻƴΦ !ƴŘ ǿƛƭƭ ƎǊŀŘǳŀƭƭȅ ōǊŜŀƪ Řƻǿƴ 
ǇǊƻǾƛŘƛƴƎ ƴǳǘǊƛŜƴǘǎ ŦƻǊ ǇƭŀƴǘǎΦ !ƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ IǸƎŜƭƪǳƭǘǳǊ ōŜŘǎ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ƭƻǘ 
ƻŦ ŎŀǊōƻƴ όƘƛƎƘ /κb ǊŀǝƻύΣ Ǉƭŀƴǘǎ ǎŜŜƳ ǘƻ Řƻ ŬƴŜΦ 

 

Lƴ Ƴȅ ŎŀǎŜΣ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ŀ ǿŀȅ ǘƻ ǉǳƛŎƪƭȅ ōǳƛƭŘ ƎŀǊŘŜƴ ōŜŘǎ ŀƴŘ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜ ǎƻƛƭ ǳǎƛƴƎ ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭǎ ŀǘ ƘŀƴŘ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ 
ǘƘŜ ƴŜŜŘ ŦƻǊ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜ ƛƴǇǳǘǎΦ 

CƛƎǳǊŜ мΥ IǸƎŜƭƪǳƭǘǳǊ ōŜŘ ŎǊƻǎǎ ǎŜŎπ
ǝƻƴ όLƳŀƎŜ ōȅ Yƛǎǎ ±ŜǊƻƴƛƪŀ - hǿƴ 
ǿƻǊƪΣ // .¸-{! пΦлΣ ƘǧǇǎΥκκ
ŎƻƳƳƻƴǎΦǿƛƪƛƳŜŘƛŀΦƻǊƎκǿκ
ƛƴŘŜȄΦǇƘǇΚŎǳǊƛŘҐурртмсуоύ 

https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=85571683)
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=85571683)
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=85571683)
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²ƛƭƭ IǸƎŜƭƪǳƭǘǳǊ ǿƻǊƪ ŦƻǊ ŦǊǳƛǘ ǘǊŜŜǎΚ 

!ǎ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ǎŜŜ ŦǊƻƳ CƛƎǳǊŜ мΣ ŀ ǘȅǇƛŎŀƭ IǸƎŜƭƪǳƭǘǳǊ ōŜŘ ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ 
ŀ ƎƻƻŘΣ ǎǘŀōƭŜ ōŀǎŜ ŦƻǊ ŦǊǳƛǘ ǘǊŜŜǎΦ !ǎ ǘƘŜ ǿƻƻŘȅ ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭ ŘŜŎƻƳǇƻǎŜǎ 
ŀƴŘ ǎŜǧƭŜǎΣ ŀ ȅƻǳƴƎ ǘǊŜŜ ŎƻǳƭŘ ǎƘƛƊΦ 

 

¸ƻǳ ŎƻǳƭŘ ǿŀƛǘ ŀ ŦŜǿ ȅŜŀǊǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƘǸƎŜƭƪǳƭǘǳǊ ōŜŘ ǘƻ Ǌƻǘ Řƻǿƴ ŀƴŘ ōŜπ
ŎƻƳŜ ƳƻǊŜ ǎǘŀōƭŜΦ hǊΣ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ ƳƻŘƛŦȅ ǘƘŜ ƛŘŜŀ ǘƻ ǿƻǊƪ ŦƻǊ ŦǊǳƛǘ ǘǊŜŜǎ 
ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ǿŀƛǝƴƎΦ 

aƻŘƛŬŜŘ IǸƎŜƭƪǳƭǘǳǊΥ aŀƪŜ ŀ ǎǘŀōƭŜ ōŀǎŜ ŀƴŘ ƘǸƎŜƭ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ƛǘ 

CƛƎǳǊŜ н ǎƘƻǿǎ Ƴȅ ǎƻƭǳǝƻƴΦ 

мΦ L ǊŜƳƻǾŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƭŀȅŜǊ ƻŦ ǘǳǊŦ ŀƴŘ ǎŜǘ ƛǘ ŀǎƛŘŜΦ 
нΦ ¢ƘŜƴ L ŘǳƎ ŀ ǘǊŜƴŎƘΣ ƭŜŀǾƛƴƎ ŀ ǎǘŀōƭŜ ƳƻǳƴŘ ƻŦ ǎƻƛƭ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƳƛŘŘƭŜ ŦƻǊ 
ǘƘŜ ŦǊǳƛǘ ǘǊŜŜΦ 
оΦ L ŬƭƭŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŜƴŎƘ ǿƛǘƘ ǿƻƻŘȅ ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭΦ 
пΦ L ǎǇǊŜŀŘ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŜŜ Ǌƻƻǘǎ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǳƴŘΦ 
рΦ L ŀŘŘŜŘ ƪŜƭǇ ƳŜŀƭ ŀƴŘ ƻǊƎŀƴƛŎ ŦǊǳƛǘ ǘǊŜŜ ŦŜǊǝƭƛȊŜǊ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜ 
όōŜȅƻƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŜŜΩǎ ǊƻƻǘǎύΦ 
сΦ L ŬƭƭŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƭƻƻǎŜ ǎƻƛƭ ǎŀǾŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ŘƛƎƎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŜƴŎƘ όCƛƎǳǊŜ оύΦ 

тΦ bŜȄǘΣ L ŀŘŘŜŘ ŀ ƭŀȅŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘǳǊŦ LΩŘ ǊŜƳƻǾŜŘΦ L Ǉǳǘ ƛǘ ōŀŎƪ ǳǇǎƛŘŜ 
ŘƻǿƴΣ ŀǎ ǎƘƻǿƴ ƛƴ CƛƎǳǊŜ пΦ 

 

¢Ƙƛǎ ǿƛƭƭ ƳŀƪŜ ƴƛŎŜ ǘƻǇǎƻƛƭΣ ōǳǘΧLΩǾŜ ƴƻǝŎŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘǳǊŦ ǎƻƛƭ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ƘȅŘǊƻπ
ǇƘƻōƛŎΦ 
 

{ƻƛƭ ƻǊƎŀƴƛǎƳǎ Ŏŀƴ ǇǊƻŘǳŎŜ ŀ ǿŀȄȅ ǎǳōǎǘŀƴŎŜΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǎŜŜƳǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀ ǇǊƻōπ
ƭŜƳ ǿƛǘƘ ǘǳǊŦ ƎǊƻǿƛƴƎ ƻƴ ƻǳǊ ǎŀƴŘȅΣ ƎƭŀŎƛŀƭ ǝƭƭ ǎƻƛƭΦ LΩǾŜ ǎŜŜƴ ƛǘ ƛƴ ƻǘƘŜǊ 
ǇƭŀŎŜǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ LΩǾŜ ŎƻƴǾŜǊǘŜŘ ǘǳǊŦ ǘƻ ƎŀǊŘŜƴΦ L ŦƻǳƴŘ ƛƴŦƻ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǇǊƻōπ
ƭŜƳ ŦǊƻƳ ǘǳǊŦ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ŘƻƴŜ ƛƴ hǊŜƎƻƴΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ ƎǊŀǎǎ ƛǎ ōƛƎ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎΦ !Ǉπ
ǇŀǊŜƴǘƭȅ ƛǘΩǎ ŀ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳ ŦƻǊ ƎƻƭŦ ŎƻǳǊǎŜǎΦ 

 

L ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ǘƘƛƴƪ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳ ŀǎ άǿŀȄȅ ȅŜƭƭƻǿ ōǳƛƭŘ ōǳƛƭŘ ǳǇέ όŦƻǊ aŀǊȅ 
IŀǊǘƳŀƴΣ aŀǊȅ IŀǊǘƳŀƴ ŦŀƴǎύΦ ¢Ǌȅ ƴƻǘ ǘƻ ƭŜǘ ǘƘŜ ǎƻƛƭ ŘǊȅ ƻǳǘΦ ¢ƘŜ άǿŀȄȅ 
ȅŜƭƭƻǿ ōǳƛƭŘ ǳǇέ ǿƛƭƭ ōǊŜŀƪ Řƻǿƴ ŜǾŜƴǘǳŀƭƭȅΦ ¢ƘŜ ǎƻƛƭ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƴƛŎŜ ƛƴ ŀ 
ǘǿƻ ƻǊ ǘƘǊŜŜ ȅŜŀǊǎΦ 

уΦ ¢ƻ ƪŜŜǇ ǘƘŜ ƎǊŀǎǎ ŀƴŘ ǿŜŜŘǎ ŦǊƻƳ ƎǊƻǿƛƴƎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘΣ L ŀŘŘŜŘ ŀ ƭŀȅŜǊ ƻŦ 
ƴŜǿǎǇŀǇŜǊǎΣ ŀǎ ǎƘƻǿƴ ƛƴ CƛƎǳǊŜ рΦ ¸ƻǳ ŎƻǳƭŘ ǳǎŜ ŎŀǊŘōƻŀǊŘΦ hǊ ŀ ŎƻƳπ
ƳŜǊŎƛŀƭ ǇŀǇŜǊ ƳǳƭŎƘ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ²ŜŜŘDǳŀǊŘϯΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ LΩǾŜ ǳǎŜŘ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŦǳƭƭȅ 
ŦƻǊ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎΦ 
фΦ ¢ƻ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ǎǳǇǇǊŜǎǎ ǿŜŜŘǎ ŀƴŘ ƘŜƭǇ 
ƪŜŜǇ ǘƘŜ ōŜŘ ƳƻƛǎǘΣ L ŀŘŘŜŘ ŀ ƭŀȅŜǊ ƻŦ 
ŀǊōƻǊƛǎǘ ŎƘƛǇǎΣ ŀǎ ǎƘƻǿƴ ƛƴ CƛƎǳǊŜ сΦ  

CƛƎǳǊŜ нΥ aƻŘƛŬŜŘ IǸƎŜƭƪǳƭǘǳǊ 
ōŜŘ ƛƴ ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎ 

CƛƎǳǊŜ оΥ CƛƭƭƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǿƛǘƘ ƭƻƻǎŜ ǎƻƛƭ 

CƛƎǳǊŜ пΥ wŜǇƭŀŎƛƴƎ ǊŜƳƻǾŜŘ ǘǳǊŦ 
ƭŀȅŜǊ 

CƛƎǳǊŜ рΥ /ǊŜŀǝƴƎ ŀ ǿŜŜŘ-ōŀǊǊƛŜǊ 
ƭŀȅŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ ƴŜǿǎǇŀǇŜǊ 

https://askgardening.com/how-to-fix-hydrophobic-soil-organic/
https://askgardening.com/how-to-fix-hydrophobic-soil-organic/


Urban Scion Post           August 2023                                                                      Page 8 

aƻŘƛŬŜŘ IǸƎŜƭƪǳƭǘǳǊ .ŜŘǎ ŦƻǊ CǊǳƛǘ ¢ǊŜŜǎ όŎƻƴǘŘΦύ 
aŜƭƛƴŘŀ aŎ.ǊƛŘŜ 

млΦ L Ǉǳǘ ŀ ŎƘƛŎƪŜƴ ǿƛǊŜ ŦŜƴŎŜ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ ōŜŘ ǘƻ ƪŜŜǇ Ǌŀōōƛǘǎ ŦǊƻƳ ŜŀǝƴƎ 
Ƴȅ ōŀōȅ ǘǊŜŜΦ 

 

CƛƎǳǊŜ т ǎƘƻǿǎ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŜŜ ƭƻƻƪŜŘ ƛƴ ƭŀǘŜ ǎǳƳƳŜǊΣ ŀƊŜǊ ŀ ǎŜŀǎƻƴΩǎ ƎǊƻǿǘƘΦ 

 

ммΦ L ŀŘŘŜŘ ǎƻƳŜ ǿƻǊƳ ŎƻƳǇƻǎǘ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŜŜΦ 
мнΦ L ŜȄǇŀƴŘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŦŜƴŎŜŘ ŀǊŜŀ ǘƻ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ƳƻǊŜ ōŜŘǎΦ 

 

¢Ƙƛǎ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ǿŀǎ ŀƴ ŜȄǘŜƴǎƛƻƴ ƻƴǘƻ ŀ IǸƎŜƭƪǳƭǘǳǊ ōŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ƘŀŘ 
ǘǿƻ ŀǇǇƭŜ ǘǊŜŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǎƻƳŜ ǎǘǊŀǿōŜǊǊȅ ǇƭŀƴǘǎΦ CƛƎǳǊŜ у ǎƘƻǿǎ ǘƘŜ ǿƘƻƭŜ 
ōŜŘ ƛƴ {ǇǊƛƴƎ нлноΦ 

 

¢ƘŜ ƭƛǧƭŜ ŀǇǇƭŜ ǘǊŜŜ ǿŀǎ ƎǊŀƊŜŘ ōȅ {¢C{ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎ ƛƴ нлнлΦ L ƎǊŜǿ ƛǘ ƛƴ ŀ 
Ǉƻǘ ŦƻǊ ƻƴŜ ȅŜŀǊΦ L ǇƭŀƴǘŜŘ ƛǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ IǸƎŜƭƪǳƭǘǳǊ ōŜŘ ƛƴ нлнмΦ Lƴ нлнн L 
ǇƭŀƴǘŜŘ ǎǘǊŀǿōŜǊǊȅ Ǉƭŀƴǘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ōŜŘ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ƛǘΦ CƛƎǳǊŜ ф ǎƘƻǿǎ Ƙƻǿ ƛǘ 
ƭƻƻƪŜŘ ƛƴ {ǇǊƛƴƎ нлноΦ 

¢ƘŜ ǊŜǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǘƻǊȅ 
hǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ Ǉŀǎǘ ŎƻǳǇƭŜ ƻŦ ȅŜŀǊǎ L ŀƭǎƻ ǇƭŀƴǘŜŘ ǊŀǎǇōŜǊǊƛŜǎ ƛƴǘƻ ŀƴ ƻƭŘŜǊ 
IǸƎŜƭƪǳƭǘǳǊ ōŜŘΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǎǳƳƳŜǊ L Ǝƻǘ ƎǊŜŀǘ ŎǊƻǇǎ ƻŦ ǎǘǊŀǿōŜǊǊƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǊŀǎǇπ
ōŜǊǊƛŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ Ƴȅ IǸƎŜƭƪǳƭǘǳǊ ǇƭŀƴǝƴƎǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ŀǇǇƭŜ ǘǊŜŜǎ ŀǊŜ ŘƻƛƴƎ ƎǊŜŀǘΦ L 
ƘŀǾŜ ƘŀŘ ǘƻ ǿŀǘŜǊΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜ IǸƎŜƭƪǳƭǘǳǊ ōŜŘǎ ƴŜŜŘ ƭŜǎǎ ǿŀǘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ƻǘƘŜǊ 
ǇŀǊǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ȅŀǊŘΦ 

 

¦ƴŦƻǊǘǳƴŀǘŜƭȅΣ ǘƘƛǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊ ŦƻǊ Ƴȅ ƎŀǊŘŜƴΦ {ƘƻǊǘƭȅ ŀƊŜǊ L 
ƎŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ½ƻƻƳ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǝƻƴ ƻƴ Ƴȅ 
IǸƎŜƭƪǳƭǘǳǊ ŜȄǇŜǊƛƳŜƴǘ ŦƻǊ {¢C{Ωǎ aŀȅ 
ƳŜŜǝƴƎΣ L ǿŀǎ ƴƻǝŬŜŘ ōȅ Ƴȅ ƭŀƴŘƭƻǊŘ 
ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ ǿƛƭƭ ƴƻǘ ōŜ ǊŜƴŜǿƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ ƭŜŀǎŜΦ 
IŜ ǎǳŘŘŜƴƭȅ ŘŜŎƛŘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 
ƎŀǊŘŜƴ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ƎƻΦ ¢ƻƻ Ƴŀƴȅ ōƛǊŘǎ ŀƴŘ 
ōŜŜǎ ǿƘƻ Řƻ ƴƻǘ ōŜƭƻƴƎ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜȅ 
Řƻ ƴƻǘ Ǉŀȅ ǊŜƴǘΦ !ƴŘ ǘƻƻ Ƴŀƴȅ ǳƴǊǳƭȅ 
Ǉƭŀƴǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ŎǳōŜŘ-ǎƘŀǇŜŘΣ ǘƘŜ 
ǎƘŀǇŜ ƘŜ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜǎ ŀƭƭ Ǉƭŀƴǘǎ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ 
ǎƘŜŀǊŜŘ ǘƻ ŎƻƴŦƻǊƳ ǘƻΦ 
{ƻ ǘƘƛǎ ŦŀƭƭΣ ǘƘŜ ŀǇǇƭŜ ǘǊŜŜǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǘǊŀƴǎπ
ǇƭŀƴǘŜŘ ǘƻ Ƴȅ ǎƛǎǘŜǊ-ƛƴ-ƭŀǿΩǎ ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘȅ ƛƴ 
aŀǇƭŜ ±ŀƭƭŜȅΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ǊŜǇƭŀŎŜ ŦǊǳƛǘ ǘǊŜŜǎ 
ƭƻǎǘ ƛƴ ŀƴ ƛŎŜ ǎǘƻǊƳ ŀ ŦŜǿ ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀƎƻΦ ¢ƘŜ 
ōŜǊǊȅ Ǉƭŀƴǘǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǎƘŀǊŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ƴŜƛƎƘπ
ōƻǊǎ ŀƴŘ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎΦ !ƴŘ Ƴȅ ƎŀǊŘŜƴ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ 
ǊŜǇƭŀƴǘŜŘ ǘƻ ƭŀǿƴΦ 

CƛƎǳǊŜ сΥ CƛƴƛǎƘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ƭŀȅŜǊ ƻŦ ŀǊπ
ōƻǊƛǎǘ ŎƘƛǇǎ ƳǳƭŎƘ 

CƛƎǳǊŜ тΥ ¢ƘŜ ƴŜǿ ǘǊŜŜ ŀƊŜǊ ƻƴŜ 
ǎŜŀǎƻƴΩǎ ƎǊƻǿǘƘ 

CƛƎǳǊŜ уΥ [ŀǊƎŜǊ IǸƎŜƭƪǳƭǘǳǊ ōŜŘ 
ƛƴ {ǇǊƛƴƎ нлно 

CƛƎǳǊŜ фΥ !ǇǇƭŜ ǘǊŜŜ ǿƛǘƘ ƴŜǿ 
ƎǊƻǿǘƘ ŀƴŘ ōƭƻǎǎƻƳǎΣ {ǇǊƛƴƎ нлно 
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!ƴƻǘƘŜǊ tb² !ǊŜŀ IǸƎŜƭƪǳƭǘǳǊ .ŜŘ 
!ƴƻǘƘŜǊ {ŜŀǧƭŜ-ŀǊŜŀ IǸƎŜƭƪǳƭǘǳǊΥ нм !ŎǊŜǎ 
5ŜƳƻƴǎǘǊŀǝƻƴ DŀǊŘŜƴϥǎ ǘǿƻ ƭŀǊƎŜ IǸƎŜƭƪǳƭǘǳǊ 
ōŜŘǎ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ Ŧŀƭƭ нлнм ŀǊŜ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǝƴƎ ǇƻƭƭƛƴŀǘƻǊ 
Ǉƭŀƴǘǎ ǎǳƳƳŜǊ нлноΦ tƘƻǘƻ ŦǊƻƳ tƻƭƭƛƴŀǘƻǊ tŀǘƘπ
ǿŀȅ b² tǊƻƧŜŎǘ  

For mulching your fruit plant beds, save 
your woody debris which isn't contaminated 
by someone else's lawn chemicals, herbi-
cides and other unknowns you don't want in 
your backyard micro-ecosystem.  

HARVESTING ASIAN PEARS excerpts from UC Davis "Fruit & Nut 
Handbook" may be helpful to backyard orchardists. 3 types of Asian 
pears: 1) round or flat fruit with green to yellow skin, 2) round or flat 
fruit with bronze colored skin and a light bronze russet, and 3) pear 
shaped fruit with green or russet skin. In Washington state and Japan, 
Asian pears are harvested in August, September and October, depend-
ing on the variety and weather. Most growers determine the harvest 
date by fruit taste and color. Sugar content over 12.5% usually is ade-
quate. Fruit pressure is not as good a measure of maturity in Asian 
pears as it is in European pears. The color of russet-type fruit changes 
from green to brown, and the ground color of green fruit changes from 
green to yellow. Color and sugar content best determine the time to 
harvest. Some green Chinese and hybrid types do not change color 
much at maturity. Generally, several pickings are required to get ma-
ture, quality, well-colored ripe fruit from most varieties. 

For better apple fruit color, commercial orchard growers lay down reflective fab-
rics and may even pay crews to pull leaves exposing fruit to additional sunlight 
during the final weeks before harvest. Pneumatic defoliation machines have also 
been engineered to replace costly labor. Backyard orchardists wanting better col-
oring can remove leaves shading fruits from direct sunlight several weeks before 
anticipated harvest. Overly opaque barrier protections may also prevent coloring. 
The challenge: removal of this protection may allow some damage by apple mag-
got flies which continue to puncture apple fruit skin to lay eggs. Reminder: pick 
up ground fall immediately to prevent tiny apple maggot larvae from burrowing 
into ground where pupae can overwinter then emerge next spring as adult flies.  

FDR may need his specs to 
see apple maggot larvae and 
pupae but not the obvious tell-
tale trails in infected fruits.    

Maggot barrier 
and shading 
leaves removed 

And here come 
the apple maggot 
flies 

https://pollinatorpathwaynw.org/about-us/
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https://www.goodfruit.com/apple-growers-blown-away-by-defoliation-demonstrations/

